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Carges celebrates his 25 th year as a priest 


By CHARLES DEMOTTI 
Special to The Journal 

O VIK MU I'ASl quarter 
century, tltc Roman lath 
oIk ( hunh like the 

drrgonr some profound 
change* In Iuhii. Amenta elected 
Mi Ittit ( athellic president, John I 
Kennedy, generating a ne« *en*e of 
tdealtim thiuughoui the country 
that wat to have a prolound impact 
on evenly for dreader to come I he 
vame year, the Re* Hrrnaid l ewiv 
(Urge* of Immaculate loncepimn 
parith joined the prienhood ( ar 
pec *elrbrales ho 25lh anntvetcary 
ava prtetl iln« year 
lather targe* war horn and 
lilted in Kochcilet He attended 
St Andrew» High School and St 
Hrrnardi Seminary and war or 
darned on June 4, IVM) Htv firvi 
alignment wav in Geneva where he 
tpeni "five very happy year* with 
come caccllcnt pried* who helped 
me get csiablivhcd " He alto taught 
at DeSalev High School, whulr 
brought him lo Ihe attention of the 
bithop who cent him to Kearney 
High School In Rochetier There, 
Cargrt wat chaplain for two and a 
hall year* I hete were year* ol lur 
moil — (MS » INI 
noted that n was a very "un*etiling 
time" for Catholics 
Neat, he went lo Auburn a* an 
attitiani priett "Teaching in a 
high ichool wat looked upon a* be 
mg a Itnury," targes said "I war 
ordained lo be a parish prieti and I 
wanted to be a panth priett All my 
attignmenit have been good ones I 
hate always been turrounded by 
other prietu. which it a bn umno 
■I.** 

Nearly 10 yeart ago. (arget 
came to Ithaca where he ha* terved 
the pamh of Immaculate Conccp 
lion He characlerued hit mimtiry 
here at a "period of ttabilnv" lo' 
lowing Ihe turmoil of the I9&0* and 
early Tdt, when the Vietnam War 
divided the parith and lit council 
(Target taid hit main concern ha 
been to try to get people to feel 
comfortable with prieti*. "My 
priority hat been to keep thing* at 
peace lor uwhile *o people could 
tettle down, dart rc thinking and 
feel comfortable with their laith 
once more. ' (arget turd people 
have greater Ircedom 10 vhoo*c and 
pick out what they want ill Ihe 
church "We are all part ol God- 
family ‘ 

Another problem (urge* mn 
cfinal himvcll with I* finance 
W hen Ire camcio Immaculate ( on 
ceplion HI year* ago. the pamh wa- 
in deep debt Through piudent 
mnnagcmcid. the pjridi ha* been 
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The Rev Bernard l Carges celebrates his 10th year ae pastor of Immaculate Conception Church and the 25th anniversary of his ordination as a priest 


able to eitabltsh itself (inanetally 

Putting the school on a sound 
monetary basis ha* been particular 
ly challenging, he sard "W e are on 
ihe nghi mad " The centennial en 
dowmcnl lund lor the school is 
heading toward $200, (RIO with 
nearly $120,000 collected already 
"II wr can gel that, it will iclieve 
Ihe parent* ol high lumon cods." 

Looking over hit 25 years in the 
priesthood, (arge* observed the 
emergence of a number ol vital i* 
suev that confront the (athnli. 
( Iturch The main ivvue, he *aid. 
ihat will come more to the lore 
ground a* time goes on. Is Incilon 


in attitudes between the American 
Catholic Church and ihe Vatican 
One point ol contention t* the tole 
of women in the church. "I am not 
sure which way things will dcvcl 
op." I Urges said. 

Other problem* deal with living 
in a pluralistic' society and roping 
with certain trends and value* that 
It create* W hile the elderly do not 
hate problem* coping, be said, 
middle aged people lind it difficult 
lo accept change Younger people 
meanwhile. «rcm more traditional 
and "*erm to be more at peace w uh 
t hem velvet." 

There also Is a question ol liber 


anon theology and how io tickle 
economic and political situations 
where there it a lack of justice. The 
controversy mlltage* over this, 
even among priests 

t arget alio spoke of the contin¬ 
ued shortage ol priests that is crip¬ 
pling ihe ability of the church ro 
function in cerlain area* He cited 
the district ol Lansing. King Ferry 
and Sctpio Center which hat been 
amalgamated into a single unit and 
Is handled by a team ministry "At 
every conference ol priests every¬ 
one veemt to he getting older 
There are not that many young 
men." 


One ol the problems of staffing 
Ihe Catholic Church it Ihat nobody 
warns hit parith to dote "If the 
bishop decided to terminate Im 
maculate Conception, you could 
imagine the kind of civil war the 
people here would raise." L arge* 
taid. 

Staffing problem* have arisen 
over the past 15 year* or to. Even 
hiv old seminary of St Bernards it 
closed 

The mam dutiet of a priest are 
service to the people In hit parith to 
"meet their need* In every way po* 
tiblc " Every parith it unique. Car 
get said, and m Ithaca there it a 
surprising amount of poverty and 


alienation that demands attennon 
"We gel a lot of people slopping by 
needing to talk There are a lot of 
emotional problemt and a lot of 
loneliness Our time it pretty well 
taken up " Some people ctpect 
priests to he on call 24 hours a day, 
he said. "W'e try to cover ourselves 
and have someone here all the 
time." 

In IBW, Carges will go io Rome 
lor four months to update his the 
ologv and to find out more about 
issues affecting the church. In add! 
ttan, Carges said, he hoped io tra* 
el mote Several year* ago he led a 
lour to Europe and "once I got 
over there 1 got the travel bug " 
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